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Parent and Carer Alliance 

 

Care Action Protect Empower 

 

Parent and Carer Alliance Advocacy Service for parents 

 

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, Nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”  

(Dr Seuss, The Lorax) 

 

Self-employed Advocate Form: 

The Parent and Carer Alliance offers a professional Advocacy service to parents and carers of young 

people who are differently abled.  

We work to the principles of the Advocacy Charter; which include: - 

 Independence 

 Confidentiality 

 Person Centred Approach 

 Empowerment 

 Equal Opportunity 

 Accountability 

 Accessibility 

Advocacy is the relationship between one individual and another/or others, which empowers 

individuals and groups to represent their own views and wishes or which seeks to provide this voice 

on another’s behalf. 

The Parent and Carer Alliance believes that Advocacy is an essential service for vulnerable families 

and that this type of service is currently not available widely enough nationally. We undertake all our 

Advocacy relationships in a professional manner which is both creative and service user led. 

Our aim is to ensure families feel supported and can understand what is happening through the 

maze of services. We can take notes and make records for Parent Carers whilst you are trying to be 

involved in meetings that can often cause stress and anxiety. We understand that it can be very hard 

to take detailed notes and keep on top of paperwork when emotions are involved, and you are 

trying to advocate for your child.    

We want to ensure families are given a real opportunity to have a voice in the decision-making 

processes which affect their lives. Parents know their children the most and we believe achieving 

good outcomes for children should always involve working together with parents. 
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The Parent and Carer Alliance, unfortunately due to funding must charge for providing this service. 

This will be under constant review as in the future we hope to raise funds to make this service 

accessible to everyone. Charging for this service raises issues of independence and of impartiality 

and for this reason the team of Advocates all work on a Freelance basis, undertaking specific 

commissions as requested and are not employed by the Parent and Carer Alliance. Advocates are 

paid a hourly rate (including part hour) plus mileage.  

Freelance Advocates are responsible for ensuring they are adequately insured for the work they 

undertake, and they are responsible for their own Tax and National Insurance. A DBS and references 

must be provided to ensure the individuals suitability for this role.  

We want this to become a vital tool which can help parent carers to feel more confident in attending 

meetings with service providers, knowing that the advocate is there for you and working only in your 

best interests.  

Disclaimer 

 This Advocacy service is provided on behalf of the Parent and Carer Alliance and  aims to provide 
information and advocacy to empower parents and carers. We provide a voice for families/ 
individuals and do not seek to influence or control their decisions in any way. The Advocacy Service 
reserves the right to refuse to advocate on behalf of an individual or for a specific course of action 
where doing so would be contrary to the objectives and values of the Parent and Carer Alliance. We 
encourage individuals to seek additional support services whilst receiving support from the Advocacy 
Service. As such the Parent and Carer Alliance Ltd does not accept liability for any loss or damage 
caused, or alleged to be caused, directly or indirectly by the service provided. 

The Advocacy Service is only available to people in the UK. Please note, due to limited capacity we 

are unable to provide representation for every case. Due to limited capacity,  each case will be 

considered on an individual basis. If our service is unsuitable for you we will endeavour to signpost 

you to an organisation that can support you. 

 

 

 


